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WATCffET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Report  of  lie  die  a  1  Officer  of  Health  for  1959 


I  will  begin  with  the  vital  statistics  for  1959* 

There  were  32  births  and  37  deaths,  13  male  and  24  female. 
Watche  t  death  rate  was  13.15  being  18th  amongst  Somerset  Urban 
Districts.  The  birth  rate  was  13*12  placing  us  18th  bottom  but  one. 
The  death  rate  for  England  was  11.6  and  the  birth  rate  16.5. 


The  average  age  at  death  was  men  62.6  and  women  73*15. 
Infantile  mortality  rate  0.0.  This  is  higher  than  1958  when 
men  were  61.9  and  women  69.7*  There  were  3  men  over  80, 
over  70,  3  over  60,  1  over  50,  1  over  30  and  1  over  20. 
nhere  were  8  women  over  80,  10  over  70,  and  4  over  60,  and 
1  child  under  2. 

The  causes  of  death  were  i- 


2  malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach. 

1  malignant  neoplasm  of  lung 

3  other  malignant  and  lympatic  neoplasm 
6  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5  coronary  disease  and  angina 
5  other  heart  disease 
1  other  circulatory  disease 
k  pneumonia 
1  bronchitis 

1  other  respiratory  disease 
1  duodenal  ulcer 

1  nephritis 

2  ill  defined  disease 

1  motor  vehicle  accident 

2  other  accidents 

1  congenital  malformation 


Diptheria  immunisation  figures  were  as  follows  s- 


19  under  1 
2  1-4 

5-14 

19  Reinforcements 

Smallpox  immunisation  figures  were  as  follows 

10  primary  under  1 
4  re vaccination  15  or  over 
none  in  other  groups 

Whooping  cough  immunisation  figures  were 

18  under  1 
1  at  1 

1  at  3 


Polirmyletis  immunisation  figures  were  s- 

134  young  persons  1933  -  k2 
227  children  43-59 

18  expectant  mothers 

0nc6  again  there  were  no  cases  of  polio. 
Infectious  disease  figures  were  as  follows s- 

27  measles 

10  scarlet  fever 

11  whooping  cough 

1  pneumonia 

2  pulmonary  T.B. 


The  water  supply  was  ones  a  ,ain  quite  normal. 

The  ics  cream  samples  submitted  for  assay  were  also  up 
to  standard. 

No  infectious  diseases  were  introduced  via  the  ships  that 
traded  here . 

Our  sewerage  scheme  was  continued  throughout  the  year ^  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  us  all. 

Again  I  would  like  to  give  ray  thanks  to  my  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  District  Nurses  for  heir  help  throughout 
the  ye  ar . 


(sgn.)  J  ■>  Lewis 

Pfedical  Officer  of  Health 
Watchet  Urban  District  Council 


5th  November?  i960 


